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WHAT IS THE PROJECT ABOUT?

All actions aim to develope the ecological conditions
of Pannonic salt steppes and salt marshes (code: 1530),
which is probably the most vulnerable Natura 2000
habitat type in the Carpathian Basin. Within this habitat
the project focuses on the little known and often
misidentified, sub macro habitat steppe pans.

WHAT HAPPENED TO THE “PUSZTA"?

From the beginning of the
ronmenta!ly unfavnurable
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homogeneous bulrush an

WHAT IS A STEPPE PAN?

Since there isn't any final definition yet, we can only
give an approximate picture with its desired state.
These pans are shallow water bodies (0-1 meter deep)
with various but significally lower level of salt content
and strong alcalinity in comparison with sodic lakes.
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1. EcOLOGICALLY SUSTAINABLE HIGH LEVEL GRAZING

By now it has become evident that for many decades
improper grazing systems had been in practise, which are
not suitable to preserve this valuable ecosystem, so marshy

closed vegetation became dominant. In order to reach the

right ecological condition - meadow zone with open water
surface, we divided the project site into grazing areas. Each
will be managed by individual herds, as it used to be in
historic times. As a result 2720 cattles, 200 buffalos, 70 wild
horses and 750 sheep will graze the steppe pans of the
project sites, to develope a conservation grazing systerm.

2. ELIMINATION OF DIKE AND CANAL SYSTEMS

Within the framework of Lthe project we eliminalte 37 000
meters of manmade canals and dikes, which are
threatening the catchment areas of the steppe lakes. After
the earthworks these wetlands can restore their favourable
ecological state and the extension of temporary water
surfaces can increase by 100%. Along with this we expect
growth in the number of ground nesting character bird
species as well.

WHAT IS BEING DONE TO SAVE THIS HABITAT?

This condition can be achieved by grazing with large
bodied animals, providing a mosaic of open water,
exposed mudflats and a shore, covered in short
grasses, that would attract thousands of birds.
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The area of the lake system was part of the so-called
Csunyaféld, one of the saltiest regions of Hortobagy, and s
was of outstanding nature conservation significance. During®8
the construction of the lake system, the Zoltan-fenék, the[ji
Nagy-Sziget-laposa, the Kondéas-fenék, and the = Reear s
Zsombékes-fenék + .
The irreparable damage is somewhat compensated by the|
fact that the activity has created new habitat, as the lakes|
with abundant fish stocks are extremely important stations

= for crane migration and provide temporary resting places
for numerous rare bird species.

Valuable wetlands and shapes can be observed in the dry RE%
steppes around the fishponds. Their water balance is
affected by drainage channels and dams araund the lake.

The mere northern half of the Pentezug is an important crane sleeping place,
similar to the Hortobagy fishponds. this is one of the reasons for the project's
focus. It was part of thousands of hectares of rice fields that once dominated
the landscape. Despite the fact that rice cultivation and the artefacts that
served it have largely been eliminated, the natural condition of the
grasslands has deteriorated. The situation is further aggravated by the
drainage canal of the Kungyorgyi fishpond crossing the project area, which
continuously drains the sheer water into the Hortobagy River.
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